
      
Shin Young said, “This gives such

a feeling of a vacation close to home,
and I don't even have to cook!” While
Dylan Davis was grateful that a vol-
unteer from Lamorinda Dogs “went
through every inch of this place on
Saturday morning and removed any
waste.” 

      
As these families were relaxing,

at the other side of the park, there
was big excitement with the rocket
launch.  It was a simple system built
by Clinton Calkins, the new Moraga
Parks and Recreation associate who
organized the campout.  After build-
ing their rockets out of cardboard
and foam, the kids used an air-pro-
pelled system to launch them to im-
pressive heights.

      
"This was a very well organized

camp with enough activities, food
and free time for the kids," said
Frank Qian, who set a tent for him-
self, his wife Yun Shang, and almost
5-year-old son Tong Qian.  They
were part of a group of five families
who pitched their tents together.
“Our son was so excited about the
camp that he wasn’t able to take a
nap this afternoon,” said Shang, who
added that the contained setting and
organization of the event allowed
parents to relax.

      
After the catered dinner Saturday

night, kids were treated to story
telling by professional storyteller
John Weaver who took the children

on a fun journey. “There were no
scary stories,” said Calkins.  Then
parents and older kids had the oppor-
tunity to gaze at the stars through the
powerful lens brought to the park by
the Mount Diablo Astronomical So-
ciety.  "There is no city light pollu-
tion here," commented Calkins. "We
saw Saturn with its rings and even
some of its moons." 

      
On Sunday morning, noise could

be heard in tents starting at around
6:45 a.m.  Calkins, who had stayed
the night and wanted to be available
at any time, did not sleep much.
Cheerful nonetheless, he quickly
started to set up breakfast with col-
league Kimberley Nelson who came
to help.  

      
“I loved the stories and I loved

breakfast,” said young Riley Shafer as
he got ready to leave the park with his
family.  His mother Jessica confirmed
that they all had a great time and that
she hoped the town would do it again.
“It was a very nice thing, with lots of
nice people,” she said, adding only
one caveat:  “There are pluses and mi-
nuses having families with little kids
camping close together and when you
are all trying to go to bed, it's not
easy.”  

      
Yun Shang said she and her fam-

ily had a very good night and that her
son also loved the story telling.  

      
“Everything came out very well,”

concluded Calkins.  He is already
starting to plan for next year.
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 Paul Kephart   Master Craftsman

 www.TheCabinetMd.com

 BEFORE

 AFTER

 W  ith over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can

 alter or modify  most cabinetry,  while still 

 utilizing your existing cabinetry for: 

 • Large Screen, HD/Plasma TV’s

 • Oversized, built-in Refrigerators

 • Redesigns/Alterations 

 Thinking about  home, office, entertainment, custom 

 cabinetry, shelving, crown mouldings ,  baseboards , 

 new  doors  or  mantels ? We can help there, too!

 Licensed Cabinet & Millwork Contractor #598395

 925.827. 1 093

 C abinet  M odifications
With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify
most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:
       • Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
       • Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
       • Cabinet alterations/repairs 
Thinking about home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry, shelving,
crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels? We can help there, too!

925.827.1093 Paul Kephart Master Craftsman
www.TheCabinetMd.com

Licensed Cabinet & 
Millwork Contractor

#598395

Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair. 

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References

Full design team resources available 

Lic
# 6

81
59

3

General Contractor

925.631.1055 www.MVCRemodeling.com

“A little bit of myself 
goes into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge, 
Owner, 
Moraga Resident

“Let Us Light Up Your Life”  
Residential � Commercial � Industrial

Serving Contra Costa since 1991
More than 35 years experience

All Work Done by Owner

Professional Installation of:

www.BurkinElectr ic .net

Bonded & Insured
Lic.#C10-631523

James Burkin
Sole Proprietor

� Ceiling Fans, Recessed & Track Lighting  � Kitchen or Bath Remodel 
� Exterior/Security/Landscape Lighting � Electrical Service Upgrade   
� Complete Home Wiring - Old & New � Spa Installation

Call Tom
for a free
estimate

Since 1993! 
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

SHOP AT HOMEWe will
Bring the Samples 

to You!

E

CALL FOR A FREE
IN-HOME ESTIMATE

925-828-9600
Quality Work & Service for over 13 years.

CARPET, VINYL, LAMINATE, TILE, HARDWOOD

Flamingo’s Flooring

10% off any job. We Carry All Major Brands

From Front Page

CARPET CLEANING
LAMORINDA'S FAVORITE

FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS
FOR OVER 36 YEARS

SUMMER SPECIAL

I 5 %  OFF
(925) 283-8744

www.siggyscarpetcleaning.com
3408 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette

Placard Problems in Lamorinda? 
By Cathy Tyson

Spurred by the news of flagrant
abuse of disabled person parking

placards in San Francisco, and the
three arrests that were recently made,
Lamorinda Weekly set out to see if
there was a placard parking problem
in our little corner of suburbia.

      
Suspects were arrested in connec-

tion with disabled person placard
fraud in San Francisco July 12. A re-
cent study found that over 40 percent
of parking spaces in downtown San
Francisco were being used by people
with disabled person placards.  San
Francisco Municipal Transportation
Agency spokesman Paul Rose esti-
mates that the city is losing more than
$20 million per year from unpaid
parking due to disabled placards.   

      
Department of Motor Vehicles di-

rector Jean Shiomoto said in a press
release that, “The DMV is stepping
up Disabled Placard enforcement in a
different, more aggressive way by
catching the perpetrators at the begin-
ning stages.  Operation Blue Zone has
been very successful in catching
fraudulent placard applications in the
Bay Area.”

      
Police chiefs from all three Lam-

orinda communities report that there
hasn’t been a problem with disabled
parking in Lafayette, Moraga and
Orinda.  Chief Mark Nagel of Orinda
hasn’t heard of a single issue in
Orinda since he started in February of

this year.  “In Lafayette, I am unaware
of any significant issues related to the
use of fraudulently obtained plac-
ards,” said Chief Eric Christensen.
“We have not had any complaints
about parking spaces being unavail-
able to handicapped persons.”  And in
Moraga, Chief Robert Priebe reports
that he’s not aware of any issues. “We
find unauthorized use cases infre-
quently,” said Priebe. 

      
The DMV’s most recent data

from 2013 breaks down the number
of placards issued by zip code.  Mor-
aga’s 94556 zip code has a total of
1,084 permanent placards issued
along with 74 temporary ones.
Orinda’s 94563 has 1,323 permanent
and 81 temporary.  Lafayette’s 94549
has 1,821 permanent and 118 tempo-
rary.  In addition, placards can be is-
sued to organizations that transport
handicapped people.  All of our cities
had eight or fewer of this type.  

      
Comparing our local numbers to

the statewide ratio shows that Lamor-
inda is very close to average.  Califor-
nia has a population of roughly 38
million people and has 2.6 million
placards issued in 2013, according to
the DMV.  That works out to 6.8 per-
cent of the population.   

      
Our three towns are in the ball-

park, with 6.5 percent of Moraga’s
population having a placard, 7.2 per-
cent in Orinda and 7.4 percent in

Lafayette.  The average age of Lam-
orindans is slightly older than the state
average.   

      
DMV spokesperson Artemio Ar-

menta is quick to point out that plac-
ards can be issued to children with
disabilities as well as adults and sen-
iors.  He said that tickets for misuse
can run from $300 to $1,000 depend-
ing on the jurisdiction.    

      
Required qualifications for a plac-

ard include having impaired mobility
or a diagnosed disease that substan-
tially impairs or interferes with mo-
bility or being severely disabled,
certain visual problems count as well.
A licensed physician or similar pro-
fessional who has knowledge of the
disease and/or disability must sign a
doctor’s certification.

      
Disabled veterans with a 100 per-

cent disability rating may be eligible
for disabled veterans license plates,
which exempt the veteran from pay-
ment of car registration and license
fees.  

      
Temporary disabled parking plac-

ards are valid for six months and can’t
be renewed more than six consecutive
times.  Thinking of using grandma’s
parking placard to get a choice park-
ing spot for a Giant’s game?  Think
twice, because enforcement profes-
sionals are out there and can confis-
cate the placard and write an
expensive ticket. 

Successful Campout At Rancho Laguna Park
... continued from page A1

Kids watch in wonder as a cardboard and foam rocket shoots toward the sky.

Storyteller John Weaver has the rapt attention of families gathered at the park's outdoor amphitheater.
Photos Andy Scheck

PENDING

 This Moraga home went PENDING  with  
MULTIPLE OFFERS very quickly. Here’s how...

Murline Monat, Realtor®   Serving Buyers, Sellers and Investors
(925) 523-9852 | MMonat@EmpireRA.com www.MurlineMonat.com

140 Calle La Montana, Moraga      O�ered at $1,250,000

Pricing for TODAY’S market along with the RIGHT prep, 
pre-inspections, and excellent marketing helped to attract 
buyers ready to purchase!  Call me and I can tell you 
more about my strategy for selling your home.




